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The Akebono Group has a shared Environmental Declaration and Basic Environmental 
Policies that govern its efforts to reduce the environmental impact of its business activities 
and promote development of environmentally considerate products. 

We will work to reduce environmental impacts at every stage in the product life cycle, from 
design and development through to recovery and recycling.

The Environmental Declaration and Basic Environmental 
Policies that were formulated in 2001 will be shared 
throughout the Group, and we will continue to undertake 

Environment Environment
Initiatives for Society and Environment

｜Environmental Management ｜Product Life Cycles and Environmental Impact Mass Balance

* �Mass balance is a quantitative balance that represents the balance of resources consumed and waste emitted (including gas, smoke dust, etc.) during the entire life 

cycle of a given material, from generation through use, emission, recovery, recycling and re-use after recycling to final disposal.

* Values for NOx, SOx and smoke dust represent total emission volumes from facilities subject to regulations

* Scope of calculation covers operations in Yamagata, Fukushima, Tatebayashi, Iwatsuki and Sanyo

* REACH: Registration, Evaluation Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals

Environmental Declaration

Environmental and CSR 
Management System

Basic Environmental Policies

Based on our Corporate Mission and Declaration for 
the 21st Century, we will continue to create new 
value in the new millennium, contributing to both the 
Company and the environment. As a global corporate 
citizen, we will also strive to protect the environment 
on a global scale and implement ongoing voluntary 
activities aimed at creating a safe, vibrant society that 
co-exists in harmony with the environment.

Established 2001

1. �From the early development and design stages, we will actively pursue 
initiatives that give consideration to both safety and the environment. We 
will promote the development of technologies and products that minimize 
environmental impact.

2. �Each and every associate will make ongoing efforts to reduce environmental 
impact and promote an eco-friendly society by conserving energy and 
resources, recycling and reducing waste.

3. �In addition to complying with environmental laws, regulations and agreements, 
we will endeavor to enhance our environmental management by establishing 
voluntary management standards both in Japan and overseas.

4. �We will actively disclose information to increase understanding of our 
environmental initiatives and encourage positive relationships with communities 
with the aim of creating a better living environment.

Established 2001

environmental preservation activities led by the Global 
Environment Committee. 

*1 SOC (Substance of Concern): Environmentally hazardous substances, including mercury, cadmium, lead and hexavalent chromium
*2 �VOC (Volatile Organic Compound): Toluene and xylene are representative of this group’s compounds, which are suspected of involvement in the development of 

substances that cause health concerns, including oxidant and airborne particulate matters
*3 �LCA (Life Cycle Assessment): A technique for analyzing and assessing the environmental impact associated with the entire life cycle of a product (mining of materials, 

manufacturing, use, recycling and disposal)
*4 �PRTR (Pollutant Release and Transfer Register): Japan’s Act on Confirmation, etc. of Release Amounts of Specific Chemical Substances in the Environment and 

Promotion of Improvements to the Management Thereof (PRTR Act) was passed into law in 1999 and enforced in 2001. Under the law, business operators which 
handle more than a certain amount of specified chemical substances are required to submit reports to the competent minister annually.

*5 3R: Acronym for reduce, reuse and recycling of resources, activities that contribute to a recycling society
*6 �Zero-emissions: Proposed by the United Nations University in 1994, a system wherein companies aim to emit no waste, engaging rather in resource recycling and the 

effective utilization of waste
*7 �Green purchasing: Affirmative selection and acquisition of products that impose less negative environmental impact; scope includes materials used in products as well 

as secondary materials used in the course of manufacturing. The manufacture of “Green Products” requires the practice of green purchasing.

R&D Division
Manufacturing Division, Production 
Engineering Division Purchasing Division Administrative Departments

Sectional committees

Sectional committees Sectional committees Sectional committees Sectional committees

Global Environment Committee

Secretariat

Technology and Environment 
Task Force

Manufacturing Environment 
Task Force

Green Purchasing*7 Task 
Force

Human & Social Environment 
Task Force

● MSDS evaluations of materials
● Response to ELV directive
● �Reduction of environmentally 

hazardous substances
● Reduction of VOCs
● Response to REACH regulations
● �Response to the North American 

chemical substance regulations
● �Response to laws and regulations in 

every country

Parentheses indicate fiscal 
2014 values

[Emitted, recycled and pumped 
into the atmosphere]
CO2: 56,100 t(58,100 t)
NOx: 54.5 t(41.4 t)
SOx: 2.4 t(2.1 t)
Smoke dust: 1.2 t(1.0 t)
Final volume of waste for 
disposal: 0 t(0 t)
Recycled volume: 25,300 t 
(27,200 t)
Recycling rate: 100%(100%)

● Green purchasing
● CSR purchasing

● Implementation of modal shift
● Adopting recyclable shipping materials
● �Response to revised Energy 

Conservation Law
● CO2 emission volume 2,860 tons

● Recycling activities
● Information on end users
● Information on customers
● Legal and regulatory trends
● Social trends
● Industry trends

● Initiatives for 3Rs
  (reduce, reuse and recycle)
● Reduction of CO2 emission
● Pursuit of zero-emissions
● Reduction of industrial waste
● Promotion of ISO 14001 
● CO2 emission volume 56,100 tons

Design and Development

[Purchased power and fuel used]
Electric power: 117,000,000 kWh
(111,000,000 kWh)
Fuel oil: 1,800 kl(1,500 kl)
Heating oil: 2,000 kl(2,400 kl)
LPG: 1,800 t(1,900 t)

Parentheses indicate fiscal 
2014 values
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Purchasing

Logistics

Sales and Consumption

Production

•SOC*1 free •�Logistics environment

•AKEBONO REPORT

•��Green purchasing 
promotion

•VOC*2 reduction •3R*5

•Zero-emissions*6

•CO2 reduction project•�Surface finishing technology

•�LCA*3/PRTR*4 promotion

•��Improvement of 
working environment 
for all workers

•��Facilitation of 
exchanges with local 
communities

Basic Policy and Structure
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